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In an Oct. 28 press release, the Papa Egoro ("Mother Earth" in a Panamanian indigenous language)
party, founded by Ruben Blades, called on the population to vote NO in the Nov. 15 referendum
on constitutional reforms. Party leaders indicated they were calling for a NO vote due to the
"incongruence" between domestic demilitarization and the presence of foreign military forces
in the country. Papa Egoro instead urged the government to convoke elections for a constituent
assembly to draft a new constitution. The list of parties which have already declared their support
for a NO vote include: the Democratic Revolutionary Party (Partido Revolucionario Democratico,
PRD), the Frente Nacional por el No (FRENO) coalition, and several recently- created parties such
as the evangelical National Unity Mission (Mision de Unidad Nacional, MUN), and the Partido
Panamenista Doctrinario. Papa Egoro has joined several political and social organizations which
have called for convoking a constituent assembly. Nonetheless, President Guillermo Endara has
asserted that even if the NO vote wins in the referendum, he would never consider convoking a
constituent assembly since the current constitution does not have any provision for such a body.
About 1.4 million citizens are eligible to vote on the constitutional reform package. Over 4,000
polling places have been established for the referendum. According to Electoral Tribunal president
Eduardo Valdes, invitations have been extended to several hundred electoral observers from the
US, Europe and Latin America, as well as to about 600 national observers. (Sources: Agence FrancePresse, 10/28/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 10/29/92)
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